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GST DISTRIBUTION 

211. Mr D.R. MICHAEL to the Treasurer: 
I refer to the update to the goods and services tax carve-up, which, although it provides a tad more revenue than 
expected, will still short-change Western Australia to the tune of $3.6 billion. Can the Treasurer outline to the 
house what this tiny amount of revenue means to the state budget, and can the Treasurer advise whether the 
government will do what the Leader of the Opposition has demanded and immediately spend that revenue? 

Mr B.S. WYATT replied: 
Mr Speaker — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: I have not even thrown the hook in. Give me a chance to get the bait out and berley up the 
water, Leader of the Opposition, before you start biting. 

Before I start, I acknowledge in the public gallery, from the good electorate of Victoria Park, Mr Sciorilli and 
Mr Colombini and their year 11 history students—hopefully they are still here, and not throwing things into the 
Parliament—from Ursula Frayne Catholic College. I am sure they are still here learning a lot. 

We have for a long time seen our GST return reach woeful levels. Indeed, the Commonwealth Grants Commission 
again announced last week through the federal Treasurer woeful levels, but slightly higher than what we had 
budgeted for. I remind members of this place that we have budgeted for a 0.45 relativity, and it came in at 0.47. 
I think all members would agree—I am looking around this place looking for nodding heads—that there is no way 
that 0.47 would be a fair return for the people of Western Australia; not at all. 

Can I say how surprised I was to hear terms such as “massive windfall” from the opposition, and all these things 
that it could be spent on? Between the National Party and the Leader of the Opposition — 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Honestly, they are like seagulls on a chip. I have never seen such a small amount of money 
spent in such large multiples in such a short period of time. The Leader of the Opposition said, and I quote — 

A billion dollars in a single year is a 30 per cent increase in total grants. That is a large increase, much of 
it unexpected. 

No, Leader of the Opposition, about $140 million of that was unexpected. By way of context, for the 2018–19 financial 
year, it is a 0.47 per cent increase in what we expected revenue to be. The Leader of the Opposition is saying, 
“Let’s go out there. We don’t need to put up bills anymore. Fees and charges don’t need to go up.” There is a few 
hundred million dollars from the Leader of the Opposition. The members for Moore and Warren–Blackwood also 
went out devouring the last bit of the chip that the Leader of the Opposition left. They spent whatever was left, 
which is around about 600 million or 700 million bucks once they have done the job. I had the opportunity to go 
back and reflect upon a piece of reading that was provided to the people of Western Australia by 
Mr John Langoulant. I think this really gave an intriguing insight into what might have happened had that chip 
landed on the cabinet table had the Liberal–National government been re-elected. I want to read some of these 
whole-of-government key findings — 

1. A failure to budget for volatility … 
2. An unhealthy lack of conservatism … 
4. Economic volatility obscured budget strategy … 

Of which there was none — 
5. A lack of focus on risks at the margin … 

I hope, at some point along the way, the Leader of the Opposition will learn something about what he did to the 
finances. 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the second time. I was just waiting for you to 
finish. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: That is the reflection on the Leader of the Opposition’s record as Treasurer. There he is, with 
a 0.47 per cent increase in revenue, and he has spent it in multiples. Is there little wonder that during those last 
years of that former government, the mess, the chaos, the dysfunction — 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition I call you to order for the third time. 
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Mr B.S. WYATT: — the dysfunction and the carnage that was left behind? I also note that when the opposition 
talks about windfall revenue, I do not hear it talk about windfall debt. Ultimately, it is the windfall debt that the 
former government left behind that has created so much of the trouble. If the opposition is going to continue to 
assume that it can behave like those seagulls wobbling over that chip, it will continue to spend a lot of time on that 
side of the chamber. 
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